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Welcome!

I’ve heard people say, “This Troop is different.”  And, I think they’re right!

It is the Mission of the Boy Scouts of America to:

“The mission of the Boy Scouts of America is to prepare young people to make ethical and moral choices over their lifetimes by instilling in them the values of the Scout Oath and Law.” 

But, that doesn’t mean we can’t have fun.  We basically take a group of young men (your sons) and, with the proper training and coaching, prepare them for adventures that you (and they) would otherwise think impossible.  They hike into the wilderness carrying everything they need and come back smiling.  They sleep under the stars on mountaintops and wake up at dawn to watch the sunrise.  They can explore caves or learn rock climbing while they explore their abilities and expand their limits.

How do we do it?  We follow these eight basic Boy Scout Principles:

1. We follow the ideals of the Scout Oath and Law.

2. We use the Patrol Method.

3. We go Outdoors whenever we can.

4. We make sure the boys have opportunities for Advancement.

5. We have Adult Leaders that encourage the boys to succeed.

6. We provide opportunities for Personal Growth.

7. We help the boys develop Leadership skills.

8. We wear the Scout Uniform with pride.

Our Program:

This Troop provides guided experiential learning for the boys in an adult-supervised environment.  The boys are provided with training and encouragement to help them succeed. The encouragement is constant, but success is not always guaranteed.  Somebody once said, “It is better to set your goals too high and miss the mark than to set your sights too low and succeed.” The Scouts get to try out their ideas and learn outdoor and leadership skills in a safe environment.  To make sure the boys take part in only safe activities we adhere to the requirements of the “Guide to Safe Scouting”   

Troop Activities:

The Junior Leaders meet frequently enough to plan the program, usually once a month or once every other week, but the boys decide. The Scoutmaster and his assistants provide coaching and guidance, but the boys do the planning. 

The Troop meets once a week, to execute the program the boys have planned.  They meet every week except Thanksgiving and the week between Christmas and New Year’s.  Again, the Scoutmaster and assistants provide supervision only and the Scouts run and participate in the meeting program. Occasionally other adults will be asked to provide some resource for the boys, such as a special presentation or teaching a skill. 

We go on an Outing once a month, usually spending at least one night out.  The boys plan the location and itinerary for these outings, and the boys run the program.  These outings are very important and we guide the Scouts in planning some of the most challenging and exciting adventures in the Council.

Every summer we plan to attend a BSA Council Summer Camp and sometimes a separate High Adventure Camp.  We have taken Scouts as far away as California for a week of unforgettable Scout fellowship and adventure.  

For the program to be a success every Scout must attend every event.  If an event is missed, not only does the Scout miss out on the fun, but the other members of his patrol miss out, too. They’re depending on your son to do his part.  Make sure you get every event on your calendar.  It is important for your son to attend if he is to get the maximum benefit from the program and if the other members of the Troop are to get the maximum benefit from his participation.  Every event is either planned by or planned for your son.

We realize that there will be scheduling conflicts from time to time.  If you son cannot attend an event, because of a family, school or other important activity, there is a conflict slip available. Please, fill it out and turn it in to the Scoutmaster at least two weeks before the event.  Otherwise the Junior Leaders will be making plans that include the participation of all Troop members.      

Adult Participation:

While it’s true that the boys plan the program, and mostly the adults stand back and let the boys run it, there are plenty of ways for adult volunteers to help out.  The boys will need transportation to and from events. If you have a special skill; they’ll benefit from special instruction.  Helping with a fundraiser, serving on the committee, or acting as a Merit Badge Counselor are all ways to help the Troop run smoothly.  It is BSA policy that all adult volunteers take BSA “Fast Start” and “Youth Protection Training”. 
Parents are welcome at any time to come and observe what goes on at a meeting or on an outing, and are especially encouraged to be present for the announcements at the beginning and end of the meeting.  It’s the Scout’s responsibility to know what’s going on and when, but a little nudge now and then won’t hurt.

The registered leaders welcome your suggestions for activities, or on anything that can help the Troop.  Just remember, the boys will be making most of the decisions.

But, the most important thing you can do is encourage you son.  Encourage him to go on the outings, to try new things, to take on more responsibility, to advance to the next rank.  Encourage him constantly and he will surpass all expectations - yours, mine and his.       

The Scout Uniform:
The Boy Scouts of America is a uniformed organization. The uniform represents Scouting’s spirit of equality and identifies the wearer as a friend to all and brother to every other Scout. The uniform increases the boys feeling of belonging and strengthens his commitment to the goals of the organization.

The Boy Scout uniform is appropriate wear for most Scout activities including meetings, courts of honor, campouts and any time the Troop appears in public.  The adult leaders will wear their uniforms to every event, and while a uniform is NOT required, we’ll encourage the Scouts to wear theirs, too.  For more strenuous activities, a Troop or Scout activity shirt with Scout shorts or pants is preferred.  The Boy Scout Uniform… Don’t leave home without it!

Cost:

Our Troop is financially self-supporting and has no outside financial sponsorship.  The Scouts are encouraged to pay their own way, from their personal savings, allowance, or participation in Troop sponsored fundraising events.    

It costs $35 to join our Troop. ($5 for transferring Webelos) This includes registration as a Boy Scout, a subscription to Boys Life the official magazine for Boy Scouts, and Troop insignia for your uniform. 

The Scouts are expected to pay dues of $2.00 at every Troop meeting, whether they attend or not.  The dues cover the badges, awards, supplies, registration renewal, and other costs associated with running the troop.

The monthly campouts generally cost from $15.00 to $25.00.  The boys must consider the cost of camping and admission fees, food, and sometimes transportation in their planning. We encourage them to keep costs reasonable.

We will not exclude any Scout or Scout family on the basis of cost.  We will make every effort to keep the program affordable and help the Scout find a way to participate.  In special situations confidential Camperships will be made available.

Extending a hearty Welcome on behalf of the entire Troop,

  Brett Fathauer 


Wayne Baker
   Brett Fathauer


Wayne Baker
Committee Chairman 


 Scoutmaster

"There are always two choices, two paths to take. One is easy.  And its only reward is that it is easy."

· Unknown    

What:   Boy Scout Troop 588
When:  Every Thursday Night at 7:00 P.M.
Where: Community Church of Columbus

  Marr Road just north of Rocky Ford

Why:    The outings are awesome!

New Youth Protection Training Requirement

Effective June 1, 2010, Youth Protection Training is required for all registered volunteers. New leaders are required to take Youth Protection Training before they submit their application for registration. The certificate of completion for this training must be submitted at the time application is made and before volunteer service with youth begins. Youth Protection Training must be taken every two years.

For more information and link to training, go to   www.hoosiertrails.org
 Prices for Boy Scout Materials

Annual Registration*



15.00

Subscription to Boy’s Life*


12.00

Uniform Insignia


Council Patch*


  3.40


Troop Numbers [588]*

  3.11


Patrol Patch*



  1.89

Scout World Crest*


  1.49


Red Shoulder Loops*


  1.99






38.88


    * Included in $35 Joining fee, a 3.88 savings
Boy Scout Handbook



  8.99

Troop T - Shirt 


 
10.00

Boy Scout Uniform

Shirt


Youth Sizes    
24.99
Adult Sizes   32.99  

Pants




39.95




Socks




  4.49
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